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- The Fervent Years. 1945. Clurman, Harold.

- Reunion: A Self-Portrait of the Group Theatre by Helen Krich Chinoy,
1976.

- One Naked Individual: My Fifty Years in the Theatre, 1977. Crawford,
Cheryl.
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Return
Engagement, by
Norris Houghton,
Holt, Rinehart and

Winston, 1962. p. 94.
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must have a work permit in order to be able to work.
skskok

Now, they are the lone rider of the battlefield on
which they have never had any experience. The
Islamic government has done everything to conquer
the performance arts - as they did in others by means
from bribing to killing and hanging. But they have a
gigantic hurdle in front of them; the contradiction
between their ideology and modern thinking. On the
cultural, literary and artistic field, the Islamic
government is sowing seeds on infertile land. They
can’t give birth to art; what they can offer is only
hate, hostility, and blind rage against the culture of
freedom and flourishing art.

There is no future for them.
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many new faces; right-wingers who have transformed

into leftists and leftists who have transformed into
Muslim supporters. And Hezbollah reproduces like
mice very fast. Beards, rosaries, scarf, long-lose gowns,
a full hijab, and dark colors are the dominant signs of
revolution in theatre. No matter what the play is, what
period, or which place it is situated in. Shakespeare,
Chekov, Miller, Brecht, Genet. . . Women must have
full hijab, and the plays must be blessed by Islamic
stricture; 1. e. censorship.

Suddenly, there have appeared Islamic theorists,
Islamic aestheticians, and Islamic literary authorities
from all corners and ..., especially among mullahs.
They know everything. They are the know-it-all those
Mullahs: from the rules of shitting to the rules of
aestheticism in art.

The student and intellectual theatre groups take the
ultimate step of metamorphosis. What is on stage now
and what has permission to be put on the stage are all in
the service of cultural policy of the Islamic regime.
There remains only a few popular, commercial and
professional theaters that are not totally under the state
control. Although they are not political and do no harm
to the Islamic government but they are not much liked
by the government, because of their entertaining
content. The Islamic government considers
entertainment, fun, excitement, laughing, and anything
that is joyful as a non-Islamic or Satanic that distances
a true and faithful Muslim from God. So the
Department of Theatre of the Ministry of Islamic
Guidance issued a statement instructing all professional
theaters to apply for a performance license in order to
put on stage a play. But this trick didn’t work well.
Later in early 1982, the Office of Prohibitions, a section
of the Courts of Islamic Revolution which has nothing
to do with artistic fields, issued a terse statement saying
that all theatre managing directors, actors and actresses

-
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his objecting voice and protests. The actors ignore it
first, and the show continues with only a pause or a
short distraction and then continues. The young man

protests again. The show stops under pressure.
skoksk

A month later there are Guardians of Islamic
Revolution who take the actors - they don’t say
detain them yet - to the local Committees of Islamic
Revolution. Sometimes, accidentally, of course, they
keep them for two or three days in a room - they
don’t say a confinement cell yet. The actors are
released after questioning - they don’t call it
interrogation yet.

Everything starts that simple. And then those young
Muslim, “revolutionary” individuals, or faithful
Muslims or the Ommat, as they use to say, were
organized into the groups called the Hezbollah,
assault street theatre, raid lecture halls, meetings,
bombing bookstores, and anybody who did not deem
to be a Muslim or a revolutionary. People call these

Muslim “revolutionaries,” Phalanges.
sk

There is no street theatre anymore. It disappeared
before the one-year period of provisional
government dissolved. Those enthusiastic and
furious discussions in front of the University
disappeared as well. There are no bookstands, no
music-stands on the sidewalk opposite the
University anymore. Theatre is back to the same few
small indoor theatre venues. Hezbollah is ruling
everywhere.

But the atmosphere is still political. There are many
plays on stage; small short run productions.

It is said that in a revolutionary situation one can be
changed as much as ten years over one night. It is
said that this is the nature of revolution. So does the
theatre. It seems that this is true. Also, there are

W o



I leave this area and walk towards the western side of the
University to the 24 Esfand Square, now it changed to the
Revolution Square. I approach Amir-abad Avenue, now it
changed to Kargar (Worker) Avenue, and then continue to
the north. I come to the intersection of “Hammer and
Sickle.” This is a new un-official name that people gave
to this place because leftists are mostly gathering in this
area. Here also 1 see the same situation and the same
debates with the same passion. I continue to go to the
Farah Park or Gole-sorkhi Park or Laleh park or whatever
name it has todays; it is still changing its name along with
changing the political situation. I am drawn to the park. I
hear voices from somewhere. I go towards them. A crowd
of about a hundred or so had formed a circle there. The
voices are coming from the middle of the circle. I go
closer and, suddenly - Oh, a street theatre! I stay to watch.
I know the actors. How fast a revolution can change
people! The subject of the play is the army. It’s exposing
the role of the repressive army of the Shah. What a timely
subject! What an intelligent choice! A politically correct
choice! Yes, we must take theatre to the people now!
People are not in the mood to go into auditoriums to
watch a play. People are out in the streets these days,
carefully following the course of events and discussions
about the fate of revolution. So in such a situation, we,
workers of theatre, should go to where the people are
present: in streets. You can borrow the subject of your
play from their discussions. You only need to be careful
to propagandize the view of the political organization to
which you belong. This is a political duty, and more than
that it’s a political act. The editorial of your party paper
can guide you. The play can be written in one night. Then
one or two hour of rehearsal. That’s it; the play is ready
and you can show it here and there in the streets, in a

park, square, anywhere people are.
kokesk

But, tomorrow. Tomorrow, right in the middle of the
show, a young “revolutionary,” a “faithful” Muslim raises
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@ ![amin front of the University of Tehran.

There is still smell of gunpowder in the air as if in a
nearby street the echo of soldiers’ bullets, whose rifles
were ornamented with red carnations by people today, can
be heard. The smoke that was rising up from the
government buildings last month are still visible in the
city’s blue sky. Streets and sidewalks here are still
covered with political flyers of various organizations.
They are getting rapidly dirty
and torn under the feet of

crowd. The newspapers of
Theatre and political organizations offered
. for sale. The bookstands and
ReVOlllthIl music stands are tightly set up
next to each other alongside of
the sidewalk. The vendors of
domestic and foreign
revolutionary songs have turned
up speakers as high as they can.
There is a stirring and chaotic
atmosphere. The illusion of
revolution has strongly twisted everything.

Nasser Rahmaninejad

The topic subject of the day is “The People’s Army.”
Each political organization has its own view on the
subject. All political organizations are extremely active. It
seems like it is only the new regime that does not have an
organization. It seems like in this scuffle the new regime
is absent. Nobody cares what the new regime is
preparing.

I am in front of the University of Tehran.

The hot political discussions are going on in every corner.
The rank and file and sympathizers of various political
organizations enthusiastically are discussing the editorials
of their papers for the people who circle them in small
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